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This book contains around 50 architectural heritage sites of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. These sites, as historically significant as they are, by no means
encompass all those that could have been included. However, this selection

has been specially prepared to represent a preliminary map of the Kingdom'’s
heritage.

The Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities is pleased to present to you
this work, which would not have been possible without the incredible efforts of
all those who contributed, most notably the young photographers who visited
ancient and remote areas to compile this new collection of images from around
the country.

9 dosdall | dSloall 08 gilya)l 2lyill  Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Introduction




Awareness is steadily growing as to the importance of maintaining our national architectural
heritage, playing as it does an essential part in defining our identity and its role as a physical,
living witness of civilizations past. The attention paid to our historical monuments has been further
deepened by their recognition as valuable economic resources. For these and many other reasons,
the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities places the conservation of these sites at the top of
its list of priorities and concerns.

The Commission has long mobilized efforts to care for the Kingdom’s heritage through fruitful
parinerships with a number of agencies, most notably the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry

of Municipal and Rural Affairs. National universities, the Saudi Society of Urban Science and
specialized bodies such as Ar-Riyadh Development Authority and Makkah Development Authority,
amongst others, have all contributed to this cause.

Our heritage is characterized by a number of positive attributes, providing shining examples of
Islamic architecture. It reflects the architectural personality and identity of each region, whilst
simultaneously offering a visual representation of the Kingdom’s historic civilizations. It is also a
heritage rich in ingenuity and diversity, respecting and complementing its local environment. Our
ancestors mastered the art of interacting with the environment, adapting their building techniques
to matich the requirements of any given climate or geography whilst also being sensitive to social
and economic situations.

The Commission both ensures and emphasizes that the preservation of our architectural treasures
doesn’t go only as far as renovating buildings. It takes a much more comprehensive approach,
engaging in the rehabilitation and employment of these monuments, as well as the continued
investment in activities and events that will pay cultural and economic dividends to local
communities, their residents and tourists. All renovation and investment works are also carefully
planned to maintain the monuments’ historical value and to ensure that the sites continue to
complement any planning policies of neighboring villages and cities.

With all this in mind, | am delighted to present to you this book showcasing some of the Kingdom’s
most valuable architectural treasures.

Prince Sultan bin Salman
President and Chairman of the Board, the Saudi Commission for Tourism & Antiquities
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s geographic location, which since time
immemorial our Lord chose as one of the earliest sites of human settlement,
gives the country a rich and diverse history and a huge number of valuable
archeological monuments. The rise of Islam in the Kingdom granted these
monuments an even greater significance, alongside a series of influential
events that took place here and which left a strong mark on history.

The historical sites vary widely across the Kingdom, in line with the diversity
of the country’s geography, environment and climate. The Kingdom is flat in
parts and mountainous in others; wide stretches of desert contrast sharply
with coastal areas; moreover a number of urban areas are characterized by
archeological sites whose style has been influenced by neighboring Arab and
Islamic civilizations. Some of these impressive sites display till today the local
architecture of their respective time.

The book has been divided into five geographical sections, and heritage sites
have been organized according to their placement in the North, South, East,
West or Central region.

Each of these regions displays distinct and traditional local architecture.
Furthermore, a monument’s structure is greatly affected by the nature of

the area’s terrain as well as the area’s offerings in terms of unique building
materials. The variation in the structure and materials used in the buildings
has led to significant amounts of research in these monuments and historic
sites. These interested parties have drawn attention to the country’s valuable
heritage, which is continuously being preserved, rehabilitated and restored
through the commendable efforts of the Commission for Tourism and
Antiquities with the aim of increasing cultural tourism to the Kingdom.
Traditional buildings represent an important aspect of our heritage, for they
are physical manifestations of the traditions and teachings of Islam, which is
characterized by its simplicity and humility. The mosques in all corners of the
Kingdom are an accurate portrayal of the unassuming nature of Islam and this
style was absorbed into residential architecture, which is why mosques and
houses have such similar structures, from their even, horizontal skylines and
sheltered inner rooms to their open outdoor spaces and courtyards.

The heritage sites of the Kingdom still retain their traditional characteristics,
which are highly associated with Islamic civilization across a variety of sites
and locations. This Islamic element imposes upon us the directive to preserve
these structures and buildings; to restore and maintain the monuments’
sense of continuity and legitimacy; and to document their inception and
development, to support both our and future generations’ civilization and
heritage.

The Kingdom’s archeological monuments represent exquisite tourist attractions,
not only as a means to glimpse a snapshot of the past, but also for their ability
to help us understand ancient, out-of-use activities and traditions, making
these sites key locations for entertainment and sightseeing.

The Kingdom has often called for the preservation of architectural heritage,
and supported efforts at home and abroad in order to sustain ancient
buildings. It has worked extensively with relevant institutes and agencies

to maintain and protect these sites, as well as compiling full documentation
and archival material. Agreements have also been with the landowners and
interested private companies to preserve these sites for the greater good,
turning these heritage sites into tourist attractions and ensuring their lasting
care and protection.
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The Charter Agreement between
Imam Muhammad bin Saud, Prince
of Diriya, and Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdul Wahab in 1158 AH
(1745 AD) was signed in the city

of Diriya. The two Imams agreed

to work together to instill the faith

of Islam in their people, and rid
them of their belief in polytheism,
heresy and superstition. Al Diriya’s
history dates back to 850 AH (1446

home to a numbael

ST R B G e L

The Ancient City
of Al Diriya
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Al Musmak Castle is one of the
most important landmarks in the
Kingdom, located in its capital,
Riyadh. It represents the breakthrough
that led towards the Kingdom's
establishment and unification,

when King Abdul Aziz re-captured
the castle on the fifth dawn of the
month of Shawwal, 1319 AH (1901
AD). The word ‘musmak’ in Arabic
refers to the fort’s thick, well-fortified
construction in an area of high land.
Al Musmak was built during the reign
of Mohammed bin Abdullah bin
Rashid (1289-1315 AH). It was later
used as an arms store and today is @

historical museum.

Al Musmak Castle
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In 1355 AH (1936 AD), King Ab-
dul Aziz nominated Al Murabba
Palace his official base. It is also the
government headquarters, where the
Royal Court is based and the venue
for official occasions. Construction
was completed in 1357 AH (1938
AD). In this palace, the contract

for oil exploration in the Kingdom
was signed, the cables system was
launched, and many regulations and

laws were ssed.

Al Murabba Palace
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Al Badeea Palace, located in
Riyadh, was completed in 1354 AH
(1935 AD). It is a unique masterpiece
of architecture and decoration,
widely considered a historic link
between ‘Al Musmak Palace’, which
was the starting point of unity and
establishment, and ‘Al Murabba
Palace’, which represents a stage of
organization and development in the
Kingdom’s history. King Abdul Aziz
designated this palace to become

a methodical school and named it

‘Sagr Quraish School.’

King Abdul Aziz
Palace, Badeea
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King Abdul Aziz Palace, Al
Kharj, was constructed in 1359 AH
(1940 AD), and is considered the
historical gateway to the province

of Al-Kharj. The mansion consists of
two sections or palaces, separated
by a road: the eastern wing is
exclusive to the king's family, while
the western wing is devoted to
visitors. The square-shaped palace

is composed of two floors. Its
entrance is located on its northern
aspect, opposite the outer wall. The
palace’s design is predominantly of
an Arab architectural style and its
balconies are decorated with various

ornamental units, mostly of brick.

King Abdul Aziz
Palace, Al Kharj
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Located in the western province

of Dawadmi, along the route to
Hejaz, King Abdul Aziz palace
is characterized by its beautiful
buildings. Construction started in

the first month of spring in 1350

AH (1931 AD), when King Abdul
Aziz visited the location and laid the
foundation stone. The building of the
palace took 13 months. It consists
of a number of buildings, the most
notable of which is the Royal Wing,
which includes accommodation and
utilities, and the king's sitting area,
«Al Roshan», where the king received

his guests.

King Abdul Aziz
Palace, Dawadmi
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King Abdul Aziz Palace, Al Mueh

is a historic monument on the road

between Riyadh and Taif, built of vol-

canic rock over 400 years ago and
was turned into a palace for the king
in 1347 AH (1928 AD). A black
stone wall surrounds the palace from
all sides and in the past it was used

as a military garrison.

King Abdul Aziz
Palace, Al Mueh
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Al Subaie Palace is one of the
most prominent historical palaces in
Saudi Arabia. It is located in Al-
Shagra province, in Riyadh, and was
built in an Andalusian, Islamic style.
The palace sits in the south western
corner of the Old Town, overlooking
the old ‘souks’ (markets). King Abdul
Aziz would rest in this palace while
travelling back and forth from Riyadh
to Hejaz. It was first restored in

1411 AH (1990 AD), and then fully
restored in 1421 AH (2000 AD).

Al Subaie Palace
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Al o dydll ducy daly g6 g8 The tower is located in the area
Slio yls ylg 01079 ple 8111 -y of Al Raghba, close to the city
Ay Aplidl1ie g6 Iyl 9YAJl jaxy  of Riyadh. The town was built in
Joi 2819 18yalll Lagl qouy «dnéy 1079 AH (1668 AD), although
il Ay Jobol g0 yg&g 189 81 _sy¢ minor disagreements exist regarding
922 Jolny 81297 plc Ayl gir .0 g6 this date. Often referred to as Al
11 adg dlandly didlyall gizg Lyydi  Margab, the tower is located in Al Raghba Tower
.d1dlyallg digailly 8)liX) 318li  the south western reaches of the

town and may well be the tallest

archaeological tower in Najd.

At a height of 22 meters, it was
built in 1297 AH (1880 AD) for
the purposes of monitoring and
protection. It also has 11 windows
for lighting, ventilation and

monitoring.
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Considered one of the oldest human
settlements in the central region of
the Kingdom, Al Ghat village’s
name has long been associated

with the word ‘valley’. Its numerous
ancient buildings date back to the
Abbasid era. The town is rich in
archaeological landmarks, the most
renowned of which are the Prince’s
Palace and Al Oshaza Mosque,
whose construction dates back to the

middle of the previous century.

Al Ghat Village
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21l go 3aalg 9o _iiiall 3111 Muznib, in the province of Qassim,
don dSlooll g9 doooll il is one of the most important ancient
$6 287 gill 3alJ] gqini.lalolsi  towns in the Kingdom. It contains
oulvall gow gle pundll délnio  the ancient Council Market, and

sl Lo dihyidl a1 6ywi . gilyiJl  locally this town is known as Deira

gl cdalwall dnli gog .«8yal ga»  District. This small town may only
lairluo glg 1] .82 @il _diall  be two km2, but it overflows with Muznib
dluall 610 a9 guiyo glyiogt's  architectural treasures, home to over

loged gyl joisslly dlelh 8yunll 384 houses with historic value.
Ldelive plady LTy Yyio 384 4o yiss




65 pundll ddlnio | dSloall 48 gilped] 2lidl  Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Qassim




Rt
_-_“'“

=

—
[
-t
-

L " = ; -
M T e T
3 N ,‘-..' -
: -

—

.
e 19
-~
>
=
.-...|||
N
d

a

4

4

41:

. ,.,,f---ff. A0 EHAMAAMLAA,

1]




67 pundll ddlnio | dSloall 48 gilped] 2lidl  Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Qassim




pllrall T gaglil] «diliid] 3y A9
sundll ddlnio 48 3yl duiglall dyyi¥l
8119 sliol 6 93i Jowl] go 0ylnd glyo
Jio 1,5 dxluay , glel gl géiyl Lals
diw 0§l pi 489 didlyell lay Joxiw]
lyio 30 go —1yloy Lo cloiyly 1111
Aglo JSuill glagyio J&aub gle gog
digloall 5131 o \aed] dio _3y8Tly
Sylandly

The historical Tower of Shinanah
is considered one of the most
outstanding archaeological
landmarks in the Qassim region.
Made of mud, it is 30 meters high,
and has a base diameter 6 meters
wide which narrows as it rises to the
top to 1.5 metres, giving it a conical
form. It was used as a monitor tower
and was builtin 1111 Hijri (1700
AD). There are a number of stone

wells near it.

The Tower of
Shinanah
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90 dolad] pllvall ] pluadl =g One of the most important features
Sidn ynd yo $)lic 909 pundll ddlnio  in the Qassim region, this palace
yio dilaumeig 0¥ &YW glc dirluo 4337 made of mud has an area of over
3yi6 Jiozg sl jhlall unn givo R1p0 3,500 square meters, built in
%819 8jic dladlho 998 8ylowl] jglni go accordance with Najdi style. Al
digAall go dyydl doal g6 ~ulllie  Bassam House represents an

<IAJ > Slownall dilgd] )8 doyadll  era of architectural evolution in the Al Bassam House
g 01374 plc (Il dilig Apli gayg  province of Unaizah. The house is
iyl glasdll yudgig difilig ~ul proyi  located on the western side of the
dooall pllgall go aunl gix .d) dwoliall  Old City, near a gate called Bab Al
pundll g6 Khala. The building dates back to
1374 AH (1955 AD) and has been
renovated, furnished and decorated

with relevant folkloric pieces.
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%o 98 gt oY g8 Lauwo Jol  The first mosque in Islam was built
(ddyiall Al dlawgiig doysall in the holy city of Makkah, and at
ol ade pal xac (Il laglis gay il its center lies the Holy Kabba, the
a0 sl gle «plyndl snuall» gginlg  construction of which dates back to
dde Jiclow] 2 lavio driguJ] plleall  the era of Adam, peace be upon
londlg oYl ade puoly] pléog .ol him. The Sacred Mosque contains

79 I Axunallg (pjoj yiig (dgpally @ number of religious monuments, in- Al MGSiid Al Haram

el $ylac groluall cléli (Jgig .l cluding Ismail’s Stone and the Shrine
109)] g6 dewgi pSl gl gy dizwgig  of Ibraham, (peace be upon them (The Sacred Mosque)

.sAguuwll  both), the Safa and Marwah, and the
Well of Zamzam. The mosque now
has 79 doors. Muslim Caliphs built
and expanded this mosque, which
ultimately became one of the largest

expansion projects in thé Saudi era.
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Located in the southern slopes of
Mount Thbyr, which overlooks the
Mina from its northern aspect, there
are a people known as ‘Al-Ansar’

or the ‘People of Allegiance’. The
Abbasid Caliph Abu Jafar al-Mansur
instructed the building of the Al
Baya mosque in 144 AH (761
AD) in the position where the Second
Agba Allegiance was pledged, in
order to commemorate this allegiance
that resulted in the migration of the
Prophet, peace be upon him, and
the Muslims to Al Madina, and the

establishment of an Islamic state.

Al Baya Mosque
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Located close to the Haram al-Sharif
in Makkah, Ain Zubayda spring
provides between 30 and 40 million
gallons of water from groundwater
wells, on an area of approximately
17km2. The revitalization of Ain
Zubayda cost SAR 69 million and
was paid for by the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah
bin Abdul Aziz. There is a museum
specific to the spring adjacent, as
well as a garrison. Ain Zubayda was
a charitable project undertaken by
Zubaydah, Harun alRashid’s wife in
the Abbasid period.

Ain Zubayda
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In the Pre-Islamic period, Souq
Okaz, a large stretch of empty
land lying East of Taif, was used as
a trade exhibition hall and social
forum. The market lasted for over
two centuries, most likely starting 70
years before the Hijra, continuing till
129 AH (747 AD). Work was carried
out on the site in 1428 AH (2007
AD) under the patronage of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz, and
constant monitoring is undertaken
by the Amir of Makkah, HRH Prince
Khalid Al Faisal.

Souq Okaz
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The Palace of Shubra is one of
the leading architectural and cultural
landmarks in Taif. It was established
in 1323 AH (1905 AD) and its
construction took over two years.
The palace is characterized by its
ornate design, which was influenced
both by characteristics of Ancient
Roman architecture, clearly evident
in the design of the columns, arches
and baths, alongside the excellent
use of Islamic and local architecture,
reflected in the rowasheen, doors
and windows adorned with Islamic

decorations.

The Palace of Shubra
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Remnants of the tower that was

once a part of the wall built around
the city in the Mamluki period can
be seen today in Jeddah. Ancient
quarters, such as Al Mazloum (The
Oppressed), located by the eastern
part of the wall exist till today. Other
landmarks include the House of the
Gabil Family and Al-Shafei Mosque
and market. The mosque’s minaret

is eight centuries old. There is also a
Yemeni Quarter, named so as it faces
the country of Yemen. There you can
find the famous House of Nassif,
which reflects an ancient historical
era in the evolution of Hejazi archi-

tectural art.

The Historical Area

of Jeddah
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The mosque of the Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him,
is based in Madinah and is the
second mosque ever built. It was
founded the first month of Spring in
the first Hijri year, approximately
35 meters long and 30 meters
wide. Its foundation was made of
stone and the building of mud. The
Prophet himself, peace be upon
him, contributed to the construction.
The mosque had three doors and
a ceiling made of palm leaves.
The Muslim Caliphs built and
expanded it, culminating into the
largest expansion during the Saudi
efa, covering 400,327m2. The
*mosque includes many of Islam’s
most important monuments, the most
prominent of which are the Platform
of the Prophet, peace be upon him,
the Holy Al-Rawdah, Al-Safa and the
Prophet’s room where he was buried
with his two companions Abu Bakr
and Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah
be pleased with them, as well as the

Library of the Pophet’s Mosque.

The Prophet’s
Mosque




3yginll dijaall | dSleol g9 gilyesdl 2yl Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Medina




-_

i

L

U0

,'\\

( : Gl j"a':_' A ” 7N N
-.:-." -. - 'S:I r -f.; ,_‘II.L:'.' ...._.Il;ﬂ_. .: ‘I‘-: / r x_‘l‘. \

<

ol MF
" =

2080900050805 0203050
e ey O




8y9iall digrall | dSloel] 00 glyesdl 20yl Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Medina







107 8y9iall digrall | dSloel] 00 glyesdl 20yl Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Medina




sing dola®]] Lamo yls dungo 46
Mung 1l s el Sall aglc
Lo Lagl Jayc Tialg cléwiwy]
Soll Ll guyé gin 2819 . glinall
L83 10500 Loy dic Avyyg -0l
$9 iy il aaluad] Jol go xamally
oo WS dogoy gle _i8leig pXuwll
S 4S1o¥ go Avual] Anyg clolAl]
ST 218g)l 06 diliedlg ploiod) RiAAT
531 dpass] yo o Lol

The Prophet, peace be upon him,
used to perform the Eid prayer as
well as Al-lstisga prayers (a call for
rain) in Al Ghamama Mosque
and for this reason it is also known
as the Mosque of Prayers. It lies
about 500 meters south west of the
Holy Mosque. One of the earliest
mosques, it was restored by a num-
ber of the Caliphs and is currently

subject to a high level of interest and

care due to its significant importance.

Al Ghamama
Mosque



Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Medina

8y9iall digrall | dSloel] g0 gilyesd]l 2lyill

109







111 8y9iall digrall | dSloel] 00 glyesdl 20yl Saudi Arabia's Architectural Heritage | Medina




djoull dizydl Lo gralunadl dlyd ~ibls
diwl] 999 «adall Zy» d5)lall
209N «dSlall dyguill 8yrall dylid]
NI padall 2y go gralunall dld

N vgalwall glind doyyill diwsll
Joa 1iaJg cuuall 1o g6 guolail
el 281 gl Aaano ¥l 1o
Ayg «dog) 3l o S Jgindl 46
olaidly lyio s S goull Ml yo
NI ygaluall glind gyl gJladnd]
Al 1ie g9 gualail

Ever since the Prophet announced
his prophet hood, the Muslims'’
Gibla was ‘The Sacred House’ (Bayt
Al Magdis). In the second year of

the Prophet’s blessed migration,

the Gibla was changed from Bayt

Al Magdis to the Holy Kaaba. The Mosque of the
Muslims would pray to both Giblas Two Qiblas

in the mosque, giving it its name.

The mosque is located south west
of Ruma Well, about 5 km from the
Prophet’s Mosque in the north west

direction.
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Quba Mosque is the first mosque
founded on piety, and the first
mosque built in Islam. The Prophet,
peace be upon him, laid the found-
ing stone in its Gibla. This mosque is
situated in southwest Madina, about
3.5km away from the Prophets
Mosque. It has a prayer niche, a
lighthouse, a marble platform and a
well attributed to Abu Ayyub al-An-
sari. You can also find the Prophet’s
prayer room here, peace be upon
him, as well as the place where the

Prophet rested his camel.

Quba Mosque
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Work began on Al Medina
railway in 1318 AH (1900 AD),
with the purpose of facilitating the
pilgrims’ voyage to the Two Holy
Mosques. The first train arrived in
Madina on 22 Rajab 1326 AH (20
August 1908 AD). It is composed of
a stone platform and attached to it is

a mosque. A wagon pulled by a train

can still be seen in the station.

Al Medina Railway
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Al Bint dam is located east of the
road from Madina to Tabuk, lying
Tkm before the village of Al Thamd.
Reportedly, it was built before Islam.
The dam is located on a narrow area
in Wadi Al Gars (the Valley of Plant-
ing,) and is built of stone and clay
mixed with sand and rough plaster.
It was built on two pillars and the
space between them was filled with
the same materials. The dam is 30

meters high and extends 215 meters.

Al Bint Damn
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Built in the time of the Caliph
Muawiya bin Abi Sufyan, may Allah
be pleased with him, Al Khang
dam is located in Madina. On it,
there is an inscription, declaring

the dam'’s foundation in 56 AH. It

is characterized by the magnitude
of its construction, the precision

of its engineering and its height.
Although large parts of the dam are
dilapidated, the remaining parts
reflect the nature of construction and

its precision.

Al Khang Dam
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Al Hagar Islamic Castle was
mentioned in an old narrative by the
historian and traveler Al Magdisi.
One of the oldest historic castles in
the Arab Peninsula, it dates back

to the Abbasid period. The castle
was used for many purposes; most
importantly, it was a resting place
for the pilgrims, as well as protecting
commercial convoys. It is also one
of the most prominent features in the
historical site of Al Hagar, preserving
till today a lot of the ancient city’s

characteristics.

Al Hagar Castle
in Ula
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Joatha Mosque is one of the most
prominent sites in Al-Ahsa. One

of the first mosques to be built, it
dates back to the Prophetic era. Al
Bukhari states that, “The first Friday
prayer in Islam, following that at the
Prophet's Mosque, took place at Abd
Al-Gais Mosque in Joatha.” Located
east of the village of Kallabah, its
foundations are still standing today
despite some subsequent additions

made to it in later years.

Joatha Mosque
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The Ameeria School was founded
in 1356 AH (1937 AD) in the city of
Hofuf, as a response to the wishes of
Hofuf's people and those of villages
around it to establish a center of
education. The area of Al-Ahsa in
Hofuf has always been famous in

the Arabian Peninsula as a place to
seek knowledge. The Ameeria School
became a reality once it had the
support of the Saudi state, serving the
villages of Al-Ahsa, and later being

known as the first school in Hofuf.

The Ameeria School
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A must-see tourist attraction for
the visitors of Al Ahsa. Ibrahim
Palace, which is currently being
restored, is located in the center
of the old district of Kut in Hofuf.
It used to be a part of the city’s
northern wall, which was built

in the Ottoman Empire between
956-1091 AH (1549-1680 AD).
The area surrounding the palace
was developed and it became the
administrative center of the regional

government.

Ibrahim Palace
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Al Ageer Port has long been the
entrance to Hagar, and lies 40km
away from Hofuf along the old
commercial route. The port was
previously described as a market of
China, Oman, and Basra. lts name
dates back to the Ojeer tribe, which
inhabited the region during the first
millennium before Christ. Southern
Najd claimed Al Ageer as that city’s
port due to its proximity: they are
linked by a road known as Darb
Al- Hojan, which goes from Ahsa to
Hard, which then forks and leads
you to Yabrin, north of the Arab

Peninsula, or to Al Kharj in Riyadh.

Al Ageer Port
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Its location between the two sides

of a narrow valley led to this
folkloric city becoming famous for
its high buildings; the majority of
those remaining were built of stone.
Evidence indicates that it has existed
for over 900 years. It lies about
40km away from the city of Abha.
The ancient village of Rijal Alma’
is characterized by the richness and

diversity of its history.
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Rijal Alma’
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Shada Palace is located in the city
of Abha. It was built in 1348 AH
(1927 AD) on the recommendation
of the late King Abdul Aziz to Sheikh
Abdul-Wahab Abu Malha, who was
in charge of the city’s finances at that
time, and it served as the heart of the Shada Palace
city of Abha for a period of time.

The palace was the headquarters

for the Prince of the region, and is
characterized by its features that take
the form of rocky buildings, which
narrow as they reach their upper
levels. It exhibits attritbutes of local
architecture, and has been restored
and turned into a museum by order
of the Governor of Asir, and formally
opened on 2 Muharram 1408 AH.

It includes within its 4 floors several
old household items and agricultural
tools, wggpens, uniforms and some

old Useripts and coins.
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One of the landmarks on Firsan
Island in the Jazan region. The
House of Ahmad Al-Rifai was
built of stone, about 7 meters high,
and its outer walls were covered with
geometric plaster decorations, and
deep-set ornamental bracelets. A
selection of Qur'anic verses is written
on the facade of the sitting area and
a curved bracelet with a verse of
poetry inscribed in it adorns the top
of the door’s interior. The house was
constructed of coloured glass and
Javan timber; dyes and colors were
brought in from abroad while the
style of pattern and decoration hail

from India and Yemen.

The House of
Ahmad Al-Rifai
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The House of Hussein Rifai is
currently owned by the family of
Rifai, on Firsan Island in the Jazan
region. This historic house consists of
a large main gate, characterized by
its unique decorations and influenced
by exquisite Islamic art. There is a
sitting area which showcases Arabic
calligraphy, beautiful inscriptions and

symmetrical shelves.

The House of
Hussein Rifai
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The construction of the ancient village
of Zi Ain dates back to almost

300 years ago. A spring of water
located at the foot of the mountain,
characterized by its abundance of
water and continuous flow, gives the
town its name. There are a number
of historical high-rise buildings in the
village, which lies about 20 km away
from Al Baha.

Zi Ain
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One of the most important features
of the old city of Najran, located
near the northern bank of the ancient
Najran Valley. Abo Soud palace,
which was designed initially as a
military castle, consists of 60 rooms
spread over several floors. It contains
a mosque built of mud, straw and
palm fronds, the chamber of the
muezzin, the chamber of the court,
and five rooms used as formal offices
in addition to the Prince’s sitting
area. There are also larders for food,
coffee and storage. The lower part of
a well in the courtyard of the palace,
dating back to a pre-lslamic era, is
painted with burnt milk, while the
upper part was completed during
recent renovations carried out by the
General Authority for Tourism and

Antiquities.

Abo Soud Palace
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This military barracks was built in
Ha'il in 1360-1362 AH (1941-1943
AD) during the reign of King Abdul
Aziz, Allah’s mercy be upon him. Al
Qishla Castle is a building made
of mud, rectangular-shaped and
consisting of two floors, with an area
of 20,022 m2, a length of 142 m,

a width of 141 meters and a height
of 10 meters. It houses 193 columns,
eight squares, two large doors, 83
rooms on the ground floor and 59
rooms on the first floor. There are
plaster decorations in the building,

a feature of traditional architecture
in the Ha'il region, adorned with
geometric and abstract floral

elements, on one or two walls.

Al Qishla Castle
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This ancient village of Jubbah

lies to the north west of Hail, with

an oasis bordering Um Sanman
Mountain, and for this reason it was
the location of one of the earliest
human seftlements in the Arabian
Peninsula. This historic town, which
dates back to the Middle Stone Age
(80,000 years ago), has a number of
sites of interest from the Stone Age,
the Bronze Age and the Thamudic
period. Over 5431 Thamudic
inscriptions were found here, making
it one of the most prolific sites of

these historic scripts.

Jubbah
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Kaf Castle is located in the town
of Kaf next to the city of Gurayat in
Al-Jouf and consists of a historical
palace built in 1338 AH (1920
AD). The palace was handed over
to King Abdul Aziz, may Allah
have mercy on him, in 1344 AH.
It is a fortress of war, built of while

limestone sedimentary stone, with a

unique architecture on a rocky area.

[t consists of a number of rooms;
some devoted to housing, others for
administration, as well as a storage
space for ammunition. The palace
is square-shaped, with two-floored

towers at each corner.

Kaf Castle
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Located in the centre of Domat
Allandal city, the importance of
Omar’s Mosque stems from its
design, as it is reminiscent of the
Prophetss Mosque. Moreover, it is
one of the oldest mosques whose
layout has remained untouched.
The stone minaret of the mosque is
located in the southwest corner, and
deviates from the gibla wall. The
base of the minaret is square-shaped
and its stone walls narrow till create
a conical shape at an altitude of
12.7meters.

Omar’s Mosque
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One of the most important castles
built during the Saudi era, King
Abdul Aziz requested its construction
in1352 AH (1933 AD), and it was
used temporarily as administrative
headquarters in the seaside town of
Dabba. King Abdul Aziz’s Castle
in Dabba today is a national
heritage site, located in the centre

of the old town near the port. In all
four corners of the castle there is a
crescent-shaped tower, and the rooms
of the castle are adjacent to walls
from the inside. The castle can be

entered through its eastern gate.

King Abdul Aziz’s
Castle in Dabba
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Constructed at the behest of the
Ottoman Sultan Suleiman Alganouni
in 968 AH (1560 AD), this enormous
castle contains 99 rooms, four towers
and a well. One of the largest castles
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabida,

Al Mawaleh Fort has been
restored three times: in 1185 AH
(1771 AD) by Sharif Mustafa bin
Muhammad Al Mawaleh; again in
1236 AH (1820 AD) by the Khidawi
government; and finally in 1281

AH (1864 AD) during the time of

Khedive Ismail.

Al Mawaleh Fort
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Al Wajh Castle was built before
1039 AH (1629 AD). Texts stipulate
that there was an extensive restora-
tion of the castle in 1115 AH (1730
AD). As for the exact date of its
construction, historical sources are
vague. It was most likely established
in the year 968 AH (1561 AD). One
of the most prominent castles on the
route to Haijj from Syria and Egypt,
it was used both to protect and offer

rest o convoys of pilgrims.

Al Waijh Castle
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Located in the current city of Tabuk,
Tabuk Castle was built in the era
of the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman
Alganouni in 967 AH (1560 AD). It
is composed of two floors: the first
consists of an open courtyard, a
number of rooms, a mosque, and a
well; stairs lead to the upper floor,
which has an uncovered mosque,
more rooms, and stairs leading to
the towers, which were used for

monitoring and control.

Tabuk Castle
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Al Aznam castle lies 45 km

south of the province of Dabba,

and was considered a focal resting
station on the Egyptian pilgrimage
route during the Mamluk period.
The castle was built in the reign of
Sultan Muhammad ibn Qalawun and
was then rebuilt during the reign of
the Mamluk Sultan Qansuh Ghori

in the year 916 AH (1510 AD). It
consists of a courtyard, inferior units,

rectangular and semi-circular rooms,

and a large Diwan.

Al Aznam Castle
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Located in Al Zarib Valley, about

10 kilometers east of Al Waijh city,
this Ottoman castle was constructed
in 1096 AH (1685 AD). Al Zarib
Castle was built of the limestone
available at the site of the castle near
the sea coast. Though it looks square-
shaped, it is in fact rectangular: its
eastern and western sides are 55
meters long, while north and south it
extends 51 meters. It has four corners
and in each is a tower. The entrance
is located in the western corner and
leads through to a vestibule in the
central courtyard which is surrounded
by rooms and architectural units, and

has a mosque within.

Al Zarib Castle
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